Life Jacket Inspection Checklist
Use this checklist before each use and as part of regular inspections to ensure life jackets (PFDs) are in safe, working condition and compliant with safety standards.
1. General Condition
] Life jacket is free from rips, tears, holes, and abrasions
[ ] No mildew, mold, or strong odor present
[ ] Fabric is not faded or weakened by UV exposure
[ ] All seams are intact and secure
2. Buoyancy and Material Integrity
[ ] Life jacket feels buoyant and not waterlogged
[ ] Foam is not hardened, cracked, or deformed
[ ] Inflatable chamber (if applicable) is not punctured or leaking
[ ] Automatic inflation mechanism (if applicable) is armed and operational
3. Straps, Buckles, and Zippers
[ ] All straps are present, secure, and not frayed
[ ] Buckles operate smoothly and lock properly
[ ] Zippers are free from corrosion and function correctly
[ ] Adjustment points hold position securely when pulled
4. Visibility and Labels
[ ] Reflective tape is present and not peeling
[ ] Color is bright and easily visible
[ ] U.S. Coast Guard approval label is legible and intact
[ ] Size label is present and matches user
5. Documentation and Training
[ ] Inspection tag is up to date with inspector’s initials
[ ] Life jacket has not expired (if applicable)
[ ] User has received training on correct usage
[ ] Inspection recorded in safety log
